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Recent data from the Student Opinion Survey, the National Survey of Student Engagement and the 

2017-18 departmental annual reports show that Buffalo State is making significant progress toward 

Strategic Goal 1.3 (“…every student engages in high-impact practices…”).  Currently, 87% of seniors have 

engaged in such activities and on-going faculty efforts are generating even more opportunities.  Future 

data will reveal whether the benefits of these efforts are reflected in student performance and 

improved institutional retention and graduation rates. 

High-Impact Practices (HIP) are good for both students and institutions.  Activities such as learning 

communities, service-learning activities, research with faculty, internship/field experiences, study 

abroad and culminating senior experiences facilitate student learning and contribute to higher 

institutional retention and graduation 

rates.  It therefore comes as no surprise 

that Strategic Goal 1.3 (Ensure that 

every student engages in high-impact 

practices during his or her academic 

career) in the Buffalo State Strategic 

Plan 2016-21 emphasizes HIPs. 

While 100% may seem like an ambitious 
goal, Buffalo State is making progress.  
Data from the two most recent Buffalo 

State NSSE surveys 
(National Survey of 
Student Engagement from 
2015 and 2017), the 
percent of freshman 
participating in at least 
one HIP activity increased 
from 53% to 56%.  Among 
seniors the percent 
increased from 84% to 
87%.  Additionally, 
according to the most 
recent Student Opinion 

Survey, 73.3% of our students indicate they feel that an applied learning experience is either Very 
Important (48.4%) or Moderately Important (24.9%).  These data show that both students and faculty 
value HIPs. 

Lastly, findings from the 2017-18 Annual Report data in TaskStream are encouraging.  These data 
show that during the 2017-18 academic year, 45 accomplishments and 54 goals were mapped to 
Strategic Goal 1.3.  Clearly, the campus is making a successful effort toward best practices in teaching 
and learning with high-impact practices.  With continued effort and more effective mapping of 
activities in TaskStream, we may approach 100% sooner rather than later.  
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